
 

 

Minutes of the Pierce County Parks Committee 

March 03, 2022 – 9:00 a.m.  

County Board Room  

Pierce County Courthouse – Ellsworth, WI 
  

Committee Members Present: Scott Bjork, Jim Ashbach, Kevin Coulson, Rodney Gilles, Mel Pittman  

 

Others Present: Jason Matthys, Scott Schoepp, and Travis Campbell.  Jim Herbert, Dan Veriotti, and Jed 

Sirk attended virtually.   

 

Chairman S. Bjork called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Public Comment  

Chairman S. Bjork called for public comment. No public comment was provided. 

 

Minutes  

The August 12, 2021 minutes were presented.  Motion by R. Gilles, second by M. Pittman to approve the 

August 12, 2021 minutes as presented.  Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Park Report 

Park Revenue Report: S. Schoepp explained that 2021 was the best year on record, almost breaking 

$200,000 in revenues.  It was a very busy year.  

 

Final budget report for 2021: S. Schoepp explained that park revenues greatly exceeded what was 

budgeted and expenditures were a less than budgeted.  This combination resulted in an expected final 

balance of +$42,706.  The shooting range revenues were $160 less than budgeted, but expenditures were 

also less than budgeted.  This too, resulted in an expected final balance of +$1,104. 

  

Update on snowmobile trail grant program:  S. Schoepp explained that it’s been a busy year for grants. 

The Big River bridge project was completed. This involved replacing a bridge that was washed out from a 

5” rain event.  Also, 11 additional miles to the funded trail system were approved with the annual 

maintenance grant.   

 

Esdaile snowmobile /highway bridge removal project report:  S. Schoepp explained that many years ago 

an old highway bridge in Esdaile was given to the snowmobile program to use for their trail system. The 

bridge is no longer needed and due the condition of the bridge, it has been determined it should be 

removed.  DNR provided funds were redirected from a trail re-route grant that was not completed, due to 

the inability to obtain a bridge permit, so the original grant will be used to pay for the removal.  It was 

determined that there may be lead paint in the structure so quotes were requested for testing and Ayres 

Associates was hired to test for lead and asbestos and to provide direction if levels are too high for a 

normal demolition.  M. Pittman asked if the bridge was going to be replaced and S. Schoepp stated that it 

was not as the trail has been re-routed and a bridge at this location is no longer needed at this time.  

 

Discuss/take action on RFP submittals for engineering services to conduct a dredge project on 

Nugget Lake  

S. Schoepp provided the committee with a list of the engineering services proposals that were received. 

Four firms had submitted proposals: Barr Engineering $125,000 - $160,000, Cedar Corporation $178,525, 

Geosyntec Consultants $119,426, GZA GeoEnvironmental $34,900.  S. Schoepp recommended 

Geosyntec as the lowest responsive and responsible proposal.  S. Bjork asked if the lowest bid missed 



 

 

something. S. Schoepp explained that it appeared that the lowest bid would bill more for work done above 

and beyond what was stated in their proposal. Permitting is crucial for a project like this and their price 

did not reflect this as well as the other firms did.  S. Schoepp continued that the previous dredge project 

cost for engineering was $59,000 and the new project is expected to be twice as big. Motion by M. 

Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to accept and award the proposal from GeoSyntec for engineering services 

to plan and coordinate a dredge project for Nugget Lake subject to the appropriation of funding by the 

Finance and Personnel Committee.  Motion passed with all in favor.   

 

Discuss/take action on 2021 Parks Department Annual Report 

S. Schoepp presented the 2021 Parks Department annual report.  Highlights from the report S. Schoepp 

discussed were the increase in revenues stating that revenues have been steadily increasing over the years.  

Next year a fee increase will be proposed which will increase revenues as well.  He also reported that the 

2021 Trenton Island Boat Landing revenues were approximately $21,675. S. Schoepp also explained that 

the Parks Department had acquired a new property, the Ellsworth Demonstration Forest.  A timber sale 

had been performed on the property which earned nearly $7,000 in revenues for the county.  After the sale 

of the timber, the management of the forest was transferred to the Parks Department and the attached 

cemetery to the Buildings and Grounds Department.  Since it was founded, the Ag Extension Department 

was in charge of the forest, but this is no longer a good fit due to their current structure.  S. Schoepp 

explained that he plans on moving forward with getting a hiking trail in place on the property.  M. Pittman 

asked if the previous maple syrup contract for the property was over and S. Schoepp stated that it was and 

that all of the lines and equipment had been removed.  Motion by M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to 

approve the 2021 Parks Department Annual Report as presented. Motion carried with all in favor.   

 

Discuss/take action on 2022/2023 snowmobile program grant request from the Pierce County 

Snowmobile Council 

S. Schoepp explained that the Pierce County Snowmobile Council was seeking the annual maintenance 

grant and a small bridge rehabilitation grant.  He stated that the maintenance request is pretty much 

automatic and the rehab grant request will be reviewed by the Snowmobile Recreation Council.  Motion 

by J. Ashbach, second by K. Coulson to approve the 2022/2023 snowmobile grant requests from Pierce 

County Snowmobile Council as presented.  Motion carried with all in favor.  

 

Discuss/take action on proposal to purchase new pickup utilizing fleet purchasing program and 

declare the 2003 pickup as surplus property and authorize the selling of 

T. Campbell stated that the 2022 budget included funds for the purchase of a new pickup truck to replace 

the current 2003 one that has a bad engine.  He stated there is fleet pricing that local government agencies 

can utilize, but he has found that Ford and GM have pulled their 2022 fleet vehicles and only a Ram 1500 

pickup could be purchased for the 2022 model year.  However, the price for the Rams were over budget at 

over $32,000.  He stated there would be a small window of time that 2023 Ford and GM trucks would be 

available for government pricing, but they would also be above the $25,000 which is budgeted.  T.  

Campbell explained that if parks were to forgo the budgeted wood splitter it would free up the total capital 

equipment budget of $30,000.  This might be enough to purchase a Ford or GM when the 2023 prices 

come out, however fast action will be required to obtain one.  T. Campbell also explained that the 2003 

Ford F150 has a major engine problem and is requesting it declared surplus equipment so it can be sold.  

R. Gilles asked if prices would be less than $30,000 since the Ram currently is not. T. Campbell stated 

that the price list for 2022 both Ford and Chevrolet pickups were less than $30,000 and was told by one 

dealer that prices were not expected to increase much.  Motion by J. Ashbach, second by M. Pittman to 

approve combining the full budgeted capital equipment amount of $30,000 to purchase a new 4x4 pickup 

and authorize the Parks Committee Chairman to make the final determination of the most responsive and 

responsible quote provided and authorize the final purchase. Motion passed with all in favor.  Motion by 

M. Pittman, second by J. Ashbach to declare the 2003 Ford pickup as surplus property and authorize the 



 

 

County Park Superintendent to sell it for the most reasonable price obtainable based on the condition of 

the vehicle with the final selling price approved by the Parks Committee Chairman. Motion passed with 

all in favor.  

 

Discuss/take action on bid specifications for replacing the Mines Creek snowmobile trail bridge 

located on the old railroad grade west of Spring Valley 

S. Schoepp presented the committee with a draft bid specification document for a snowmobile bridge for 

Mines Creek.  He explained that there is an old bridge at this location that is in need of replacement. DNR 

grant funding was sought and $56,000 was awarded for the project. M. Pittman asked about the width of 

the bridge and who is liable.  S. Schoepp explained that the DNR has increased the limits on the bridge 

now to 12 feet, he went on to explain that for the liability that bridges are insured by the respective 

snowmobile club where the bridge is located, the council and the county.  Motion by J.  Ashbach, second 

by K. Coulson to approve the Mines Creek snowmobile bridge specifications as presented.  Motion 

carried with all in favor.    

 

Next Meeting Date  

The next meeting date will be set after the spring elections.   
 

Motion by M. Pittman, second by R. Gilles to adjourn. Motion carried at 9:44. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Travis Campbell, Assistant County Park Superintendent 


